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Preface 



The Muslim community in North America has reached a critical 
stage in its growth. Hence, there is an urgent need for Muslims, both 
native and immigrant, to learn how to properly communicate their 
faith to the society around them. Such an activity is known as da'wah 
and is also an important aspect of living the Islamic way of life. If 
Muslims are to retain their identity and make a positive contribution 
on this continent, then they must continue to make their presence and 
their beliefs felt. 

In our research and experience, we have found that many of 
the techniques currently employed by concerned Muslims to inform 
the public about Islam are ineffectual at best, and counter-productive 
at worst. It is mainly for this reason that we have undertaken to 
produce an instructional volume to meet the changing needs of the 
da'wah effort in North America. New insights and methods have been 
introduced into this book as well as previously undiscussed topics. 

Though not intended to be a technical work on da'wah, it 
nonetheless is an important commentary from a different prospective. 
It may or may not prove useful to Muslims. But no purpose is served 
in keeping potentially helpful information secret. If we have 
overlooked any issues or if suggestions are in order, please write to 
us with your comments so that we may correct any future editions. 

Lastly, we seek the grace and benevolence of Almighty Allah 
and pray for strength in carrying out His Will. When we stumble and 
make mistakes, as we will invariably do, we shall seek refuge in His 
Mercy and Forgiveness; for to Allah we belong, and to Him we return. 
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Introduction 
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"There is no god but Allah, 

And Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah." 



This simple statement is the most powerful declaration ever 
devised. For beyond the words themselves lies a powerful concept 
and a compelling ideology. Whole societies, cultures and empires 
have been elevated with its application, or ruined by its rejection. 
And yet, away from grandiose movements and campaigns, the lone 
spiritual wanderer can attain to the highest levels of wisdom and insight, 
in the contemplation of its mysteries. This declaration of faith, the 
Shahada, captures the essence of what Islam is all about: peaceful 
surrender to the will of the Divine. 

But Islam is not a new religion that began in the seventh century 
with a great Prophet. Islam is, rather, the latest installment of a 
Message brought by all the previous Prophets. The specific 
circumstances of the age and culture determined the structure of those 
teachings, but the basic directive was always the same: surrender to 
the Universal Will and do what is morally right. 

If, over the course of time, a people came to forget, ignore or 
change the teachings bequeathed by their Messenger, Allah, in His 
Mercy, would renew His Message by sending fresh guidance. In this 
way, every age had access to Divine precepts. Allah says. 
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"Certainly, We have raised among every nation a 
Messenger who declared, 'Serve Allah and shun false objects of 
worship.' Thus were some guided by Allah, while ruin was justified 
on others. Travel over the earth and see what befell those who 
rejected their Messengers." 

(Qur'an 16:36) 1 

This process of revelation and correction went on unabated 
through human history. 2 Some of the Messengers brought major 
revelations and scriptures, while most were teachers of wisdom and 
morality to their community or tribe. But at long last, after many 
thousands of years, humanity finally reached a point in its development 
when one final Messenger would be sufficient: when a last Prophet 
from Allah could deliver a way of life applicable to all. This last Prophet 
was Muhammad, may he be blessed. 

Allah says concerning His last Messenger, 

"O followers of earlier revelation! Our Messenger has come 
to you bringing clarity after a break (in the chain) of Messengers. 
This, lest you might claim, 'We never received any announcer of 
good news nor any Warner.' Now you have received an announcer 
of good news and a Warner. And Allah has power over 
everything." 

(Qur'an 5:21) 

Muhammad, may he be blessed, lived in the full blaze of 
history's lamp. His life, deeds and teachings are well known and 
authenticated. He neither claimed to be a demigod nor did he put 
himself among the ranks of the angels. Instead, he insisted he was 
only a man among men chosen by the Creator for His service. Allah 
specifically instructed him on this point: 

1. Also see Qur'an 30:47. 

2. According to one saying of the Blessed Prophet, there were many 
thousands of these messengers sent to humanity. Twenty-five are mentioned by 
name in the Qur’an. See Qur'an 4:164 and Appendix F. 
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"We sent Messengers before you, (Muhammad) and 
appointed for them spouses and children. It was never the place 
of a Messenger to bring a sign save when Allah allowed. For 
every age there is a scripture." 

(Qur'an 13:38) 

From these verses it is evident that Islam was taught from the 
beginning of history, though it may have gone under different names 
and guises. It is also clear that Islam is not merely a set of rules and 
rituals, but a way of life (deen). The final, perfect form of this way is 
enshrined in God's last Revelation. The rise and fall of previous nations 
is a testament to this truth. 

"How many peoples have We destroyed which gave 
themselves to wrongdoing? They fell from their roofs! And how 
many wells lie idle and neglected, and castles high and strong 
also? Don't they travel through the land so that their hearts may 
learn the wisdom (in all this) and that their ears may learn to 
hear? Truly it's not their eyes that are blind, but the hearts within 
their chests!" 

(Qur'an 22:45-46) 

The scripture revealed to Muhammad, may he be blessed, the 
Holy Qur'an, contains directions for every important aspect of life. It 
also includes instruction in wisdom, ethics, philosophy, economics, 
politics as well as science. Furthermore, the recorded deeds and sayings 
of the Blessed Prophet provide us with additional, detailed information 
about the specifics of living life properly and peacefully. The 
requirements of our faith, however, are wider than our merely 
practicing it ourselves. Allah says in this regard: 

"There should be a number of you who actively call people 
to righteousness; who encourage goodness and forbid evil. These 
are the ones who shall prosper." 

(Qur'an 3:104) 
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Thus, we see that promoting good in society and forbidding 
wrong are also requirements of the faith. Allah makes it clear in other 
verses that only by following His Laws can true justice and order be 
established. We must therefore give the call to those around us that 
they might desire to lead lives of goodness and faith. With this 
understanding in mind, how do we go about our task? 3 

Allah, the Exalted, gives us direction saying: 

"Call people to the path of your Lord with wisdom and 
inspiring speech. Reason with them in a superior and respectful 
manner. Certainly, your Lord knows best who strays from His 
path and who is guided." 

(Qur'an 16:125) 

The purpose of this manual is to equip the eager Muslim with 
the necessary information for calling others to Islam (an activity 
henceforth to be called Da'wah,) in North America. 4 No Muslim is 
required to leave his or her job and family and shout on street comers. 
All of us are capable of making our own small contributions in the 
cause of Islam. A small percentage of the work of one hundred is 
more effective than one hundred percent from one. So do not feel 
that Islamic da'wah is a daunting task best left to the "professionals." 



3. For example, see the Qur'an, 14:52 where Allah states, "This (Qur'an) is 
a Message to humanity, and a Warning for them, so let them know that He is One 
God. May people of understanding take heed." Verse 5:67 reads, ”0 Messenger, 
proclaim what is sent to you from your Lord, for if you do not, then you would not 
have delivered His Message..." 

4. The term, "Da'wah" means to call or to invite. A "Da'i" is one who calls 
others to the faith or beliefs that they themselves adhere to. Every ideology, 
lifestyle, religion and even trend can exert a kind of da’wah-like influence. Our 
job is to call to Islam while avoiding being called away into falsehood. The job of 
a Da'i is not exactly comparable with the activities of a missionary, for each 
individual believer is charged with doing his or her own small part on a continuing 
basis, whereas Christian missionaries are usually paid individuals who go 
specifically to preach their message. 
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There are no priests in Islam, only a society of men and women united 
by the bonds of a potent ideology. 



An important saying of the Prophet is that, if there are at least 
three Muslims in an area away from the Muslim community, then they 
must make one of them their leader. Many Islamic groups in North 
America seek to assist Muslims in this task by helping them to organize 
locally, while at the same time making them a part of the national and 
international Islamic movement. Branches and units of many of these 
activist organizations exist in nearly every major city of the U.S. and 
Canada. 

Upon completion of this manual, you may begin to become 
more interested in the Islamic movement and in inviting others to the 
path. You can look into getting involved with ISNA, MYNA, ICNA. 
MAS, CAIR or a local masjid, or you may promote an organization 
of your own creation. Any of these avenues may provide you with a 
channel to carry out this essential requirement of the faith. Whether 
or not you become involved with an Islamic group, however, we hope 
that this manual influences you in the right direction and provides a 
solid foundation for all those involved in da'wah everywhere. 
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Part I 

Preliminaries 




1 

The Importance of Da’wah 



The community that fails to promote its values ceases to exist. 
That much is universally recognized, and Muslims are no different. 
But we are not interested in da'wah just because we have a sentimental 
attachment to Muslim culture. Our main concern is obedience to the 
commands of Allah and to follow the example of His Messenger. What 
is the evidence that da'wah is really essential to our faith? We find 
that Allah has said: 



"This is a reminder for all humanity, for those who desire 
the straight road." 

(Qur'an 81:27-28) 



Our lives are filled with choices from the mundane to the 
profound. Every day we find little challenges and opportunities for 
personal growth and disappointment. We are given time in life to 

choose to surrender to our Maker. Can you 
imagine it? It is even a choice for us to deny 
our Creator! Indeed, many people have 
sought to forget, so to speak, their 
dependence on Allah. They bury themselves 
in work or pleasure and would have others 
do the same so they need not feel guilty about 
that missing element in their life, namely faith 
« and responsibility. But it is the plan of Allah 

that His creatures should have ample 
opportunity to remember themselves and their true nature. Those 
who know and understand have to wake up those who are asleep. 
That is what da'wah is about. 
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Allah also said: 



"And We have made you a moderate community that you 
may be a witness to humanity even as the Messenger is a witness 
to you..." 

(Qur'an 2:143) 

Now let us turn to the next level of authority to see what the 
Blessed Prophet told us about da’wah: 

"Convey this Message, even if only one sentence (ayah)." 

"Learn the required precepts of Islam and the Qur'an, 
then teach them to others, for I will not live forever." 

(Bukhari) 

Every Muslim, man or woman, is bound by the injunctions of 
Islam and must therefore make da'wah an important part of their lives. 
If you say you are committed to your job or your family you will do 
things unquestioningly and without hesitation. Why? Because you 
have a vested interest in the enterprise. Is serving the Preserver of the 
Universe any less important? 

For many people it seems like a task of gargantuan proportions, 
but it really is not. It is rather a duty of responsibility, not of hardship. 
Be happy about sharing your faith with others. It's important to you 
and you know it will benefit the spiritual void plaguing this land. Now 
let us proceed and take a look at our fitness to do da'wah. Are we 
properly qualified, and what are those qualifications? 
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Necessary Ingredients for Da'wah 



"Whose word is better than one who calls people to 
Allah, works righteousness and declares, 'I bow in peaceful 
surrender (to Allah)’?” 5 

(Qur'an 41:33) 

Islam is a faith whereby every Muslim is a "priest" unto himself. 
Thus, because Islam makes no arrangements for a religious hierarchy, 
every Muslim is responsible for working out his or her own salvation 
through the grace of Allah. Therefore, of course, only those who are 
sincere in following the right road can help others to discover it. For 
example, how would it be if a person called himself a Muslim but then 
drank alcohol, used foul language, had an unkempt appearance or 
seemed to be far too concerned with wealth to be a shining example 
of goodness and upright conduct? Not only would he or she look 
bad, but others would judge Islam by his or her actions. 

Granted, the average Muslim conforms generally to many of 
the more obvious Islamic trappings. Perhaps he or she will marry a 
Muslim spouse, carry certain cultural items like beads, say 'Salam' 
and eat tabouleh or biryani religiously , but we must remember that 
Islam is a total way of life, and not a cultural expression or national- 
ity. Our place of birth has no more to do with whether we are a 
sincere believer than our height or weight. 



5. Peaceful Surrender to Allah, i.e. Islam. The root verb from which the 
name of our faith is derived signifies the concepts of peace and surrender. Islam 
can be defined, then, as the peace that you get when you surrender your will to 
Allah. 
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The Word of Allah could not be more succinct: 



"O you who (claim) to believe! Why don't you practice 
what you preach?" 



(Qur’an 61:2) 



Besides following Islamic guidelines, every Muslim must 
cultivate within him and herself the virtues of patience, consideration, 
respect, courtesy and tolerance. But these qualities cannot be learned 
from a book. They come, rather, as a natural consequence of full 
adherence to the Islamic way of life. Someone who lacks such 
characteristics may deliver the most brilliant presentations, but if all 
the listener notices is arrogance and callousness, his speech will have 
little effect. 



But does this mean that a Muslim must be perfect in his belief 
and practice before he can tell others about his faith? Of course not. 
No Muslim can be perfect. For life is a process of continual 
improvement. As you learn about Islam you hone your beliefs and 
your actions, which leads you to tell others of the faith which leads 
you again to learn more. It is an ever-growing circle of study, practice 
and improvement! 

Anas relates that, "We asked the Prophet, 'O Messenger 
of Allah, shouldn't we refrain from calling others to goodness if 
we don't practice all good things ourselves, and shouldn't we 
refrain from forbidding wrong things until we ourselves have 
abstained from all the bad?' 'No,' he replied, 'You should call 
others to goodness even if you don't do all the good, and you 
should forbid bad things even if you don't abstain from all of 
them yourselves,"' 

(A1 Tabarani) 

The first step in da'wah is to give da'wah to the self. This 
means that a Muslim must imbibe the spirit of Islam in his or her heart 
and mind. It certainly would not be enough to say, "Read this or 
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that," however, for learning to surrender yourself to your natural 
inclination (fitra ) is a task that requires the strength of the entire 
individual; not just a book and a few hours reading time. 



A Self Program for Da'wah 



1. Approach the Islamic way of life with a desire: a person 
has to want to be spiritually and emotionally at peace in order to 
succeed. 6 Allah has declared: 

"But any who repent, have faith and do what is right, 
they shall have the hope of salvation." 

(Qur'an 28:67) 

Repentance (taubah) is recognizing that Allah has created us 
with the ability to choose, and that sometimes we select what we 
know to be wrong. We become remorseful and truly seek the 
forgiveness of our Lord. 7 Faith (eman) means that one believes in 
Allah, the Author of Destiny and Creative Will behind all that exists. 
One elevates one's mind above infatuations and false allegiances to 
anything material and refocuses thoughts upon our short existence 
and the greater significance of the permanent afterlife. 8 Finally, doing 
what is right connects each one of us to the mutually beneficial web 
of which all plants, animals and humans are a part. Allah created the 



6. The Islamic term for improving the soul is known as tazkia (literally, 
purifying and elevating or uplifting). Tazkia is related to the third pillar of 
Islam, Zakat, in that by giving up a part of the world for the sake of Allah, one is 
uplifting oneself to a new level of being. 

7. Once the Blessed Prophet was asked, "What is faith!" And he replied, 
"When doing good makes you feel pleasure and doing wrong makes you feel 
terrible, then you are a believer.” Then someone asked, "What is a sin?" To 
which he responded, " When something bothers your conscience, give it up." 
(Ahmed.) 

8. "Be in the world as though you were a stranger or drifter." (Bukhari.) 
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earth to be an ordered, self- 
sustaining unit. Humans were 
placed upon her to be her 
stewards. Righteous action is 
the basis of good stewardship. 



2. Next, realize that 
Allah has granted humans the 
ability to learn and the intellect 
to understand. With the 
guidance of Allah, then, one 
may make progress in 
advancing in faith. Guidance 
(Hidaya) is granted by Allah 
upon those who seek it. The 
recipients of guidance become 
Surrendered (Muslim) and 
they in turn blossom into 
believers (mu'min). Islam is 
the state of being which brings 
us into a harmonious balance 
with the universal way. 



The famous Masjid A1 Aqsa in 
Jerusalem: One of many excellent 
places to contemplate life! 



3. Prepare for 
learning by finding suitable materials. If there is a translation that is 
difficult to decipher, find an easier one. If you have questions, find 
understanding and knowledgeable people who can assist. If there is a 
shortage of information, look for it "even if you have to go to China." 



If we don’t find absolute contentment in our first effort, does 
this mean that we are a failure, or that it is impossible to live or feel 
Islam in our soul? Of course not! Remember that our level of faith is 
tied to the roller-coaster of life. Sometimes we will be strong, other 
times, not so strong. Learn to trust in Allah and in the Destiny placed 
for each one of us. Surah A1 Rahman is a good place to start for 
insight. 9 
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